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According to the 1990 census, the region's population is divided approximately evenly
between males and females. There is a slightly larger number of females overall, with this
gender disparity most concentrated in the urbanized areas of Fitchburg, Gardner,
Leominster, Clinton and Athol. The only town with a significantly higher proportion of
males than females is Harvard, where the unusual 20-point percentage disparity is due to
the predominantly male Fort Devens military base population housed there. However, the
larger size of the region's female population was largely compensated for by a more rapid
increase in the number of males in the population during the past decade. This trend
brought all of the towns and cities with large gender differentials closer to balance by 1990.
C. Race
In keeping with national trends, the Montachusett population is becoming more diverse in
its racial and ethnic makeup. In 1980, whites constituted 96.3% of the population,
declining to 93.5% by 1990 (see Table 5.4). By comparison, the state-wide percentage of
whites was 89.8% in 1990, putting the percentage of minorities in the Montachusett Region
below the state average. However, minority racial and ethnic groups represented one of the
fastest growing population segments in the region, tripling from 3.8% to 11.4% of the total
population during the 1980s.
While the white population grew by 7.4% during the 1980s, the black population grew
58.5% to 6,347 persons, and Asians increased by 241.1 % to 3,179 persons. Hispanics
number 11,067 persons within a 1990 total population of 223,865 persons. (1980 Census
figures for Hispanics are not available for Montachusett towns.) Most minorities remain
concentrated in the region's urban areas and their immediately surrounding towns.
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According to the 1990 census, the median age for Hispanic persons in Leominster and
Fitchburg, the region's largest cities, is approximately 21 years. This is more than a
decade younger than the region's overall median age. This indicator points to the
continuation of relatively rapid growth in the Hispanic population and to an ongoing
increase in the region's racial/ethnic mix during the years ahead.
Table 5.4: Population by Racial/Ethnic Group in Montachusett
Communities: 1980 - 1990
1990 % Any Race Amer* 1 Asian
Community Pop. White White Black Hispanic Indian Pac Isl.
Ashburnham 5433 5382 99.1 7 42 7 24
Ashby 2717 2703 99.5 6 27 0 8
Athol 11451 11218 98.0 58 102 56 65
Ayer 6871 5730 83.4 674 340 39 217
Clinton 13222 12390 93.7 253 1032 9 133
Fitchburg 41194 36847 89.4 1411 3957 97 1057
Gardner 20125 19201 95.4 403 558 28 182
Groton 7511 7378 98.2 53 62 15 58
Harvard
I
12329 10160 82.4 1507 673 54 327
Hubbardston 2797 2778 99.3 8 27 4 4
Lancaster 6661 5957 89.4 431 409 20 77
Leominster 38145 35506 93.1 860 3161 71 621
Lunenburg 9117 8962 98.3 60 88 10 60
Petersham 1131 1105 97.7 7 2 3 14
Phillipston 1485 1467 98.8 0 5 4 11
Royalston 1147 1139 99.3 5 7 0 3
Shirley 6118 5369 87.8 421 269 20 183
Sterling 6481 6393 98.6 44 73 18 21
Templeton 6438 6391 99.3 26 49 3 13
Townsend 8496 8388 98.7 79 61 4 18
Westminster 6191 6140 99.2 12 37 11 19
Winchendon 8805 8679 98.6 22 86 16 64
1990 TOTAL: 223865 209283 93.5 6347 11067 489 3179
1980 TOTL: 202557 195114 96.3 4004 NA 281 932
% Change
1980-1990 10.5 7.3 58.5 74.0 241.1
Source: U.S. Dept. of Commerce, Bureau of the Census 1990.
* Includes Eskimos and Aleutians.
1 Includes Japanese, Chinese, Filipino, Korean, Asian Indian, Vietnamese, Hawaiian,
Guamian and other Asians. I
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5.2 Educational Levels
The percentage of Montachusett residents age 25 and over who had graduated from high
school stood at 71.7% in 1980, slightly under the state average of 72.2% but above the
national rate of 66.3%. The region's graduation rate improved by 10.6% over the next ten
years to 82.2%. This rate significantly exceeds the nation's 1990 percentage of persons
over 25 with high school degrees (75.2%) and slightly exceeds the state level of 80.0%.
All Montachusett communities experienced an improvement of at least 5% in their
percentage of high school graduates during the 1980s, with the exception of Harvard which
began and ended the decade with the region's highest percentages of high school
graduates(1980 - 95%, 1990 - 97%). Among the communities with the most dramatic
improvement in their percentage of high school graduates was Winchendon, which went
from 58.5% in 1980 to 76.8% of the 1990 population over age 25 in possession of a high
school degree. That is an improvement of 18% over the decade. The town of Athol also
increased its percentage of high school graduates significantly from 60.5% in 1980 to
74.2% in 1990.
The larger urban population centers contain lower than average percentages of high school
graduates, meaning larger absolute numbers of people in cities lacking high school degrees.
Fitchburg and Leominster are the only two cities for which the 1990 census also collects
data on the percentage of Hispanic high school graduates, with the data showing a
significantly lower than average rate. In Fitchburg, only 40.6% of Hispanics over age 25
had high school degrees in 1990, as compared with 70.1 % for the city overall. In
Leominster, the corresponding rates are 44.1 % for Hispanics and 75.9% for the city's total
population. These rates are slightly below the national average for Hispanics.
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Measuring higher education, by 1990, the percentage of Montachusett residents possessing
a bachelors degree had increased to 22.7%. This level trails the comparable state-wide rate
of 27.2% for persons age 25 and over in 1990, but exceeds the nation-wide rate of 20.3%.
Again, the town containing the highest percentage of four-year college graduates in 1990
was Harvard (41.5%). Towns containing the lowest percentages of four-year college
graduates included Templeton (10.5%), Athol (12.1%), Clinton (13.1%), Winchendon
(l3.4%) and Fitchburg (13.5%). Percentages of Hispanic college graduates in Fitchburg
(6.4%) and Leominster (7.6%) were again significantly lower than city-wide and regional
rates. (Note: comparative data were not available for the towns of Ashby, Gardner,
Hubbardston, Petersham, Phillipston, and Royalston.)
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Table 5.5: Education Status by Community in Montachusett:
1980 - 1990
Community Persons 25+ Persons 25+ '80-'90 Persons 25+
%HSGrads %HS Grads %Change % w/Bach.
1980 1990 1990
Ashburnham 69.0 83.1 14.l 25.9
Ashby 87.9 19.7
Athol 60.5 74.2 13.7 12.1
Ayer 71.3 81.6 10.3 14.7
Clinton 65.5 76.2 10.7 13.1
Fitchburg 64.4 70.1 5.7 13.5
Gardner
Groton 84.3 89.2 4.9 41.5
Harvard 95.7 97.0 1.3 47.0
Hubbardston 87.1 21.1
Lancaster 76.1 82.8 6.7 27.4
Leominster 64.4 75.9 11.5 19.1




Shirley 70.0 81.0 11.0 19.5
Sterling 80.9 88.4 7.5 32.6
Templeton 58.5 70.8 12.3 10.5
Townsend 80.4 88.4 8.0 24.8
Westminster 71.4 85.4 14.0 24.3
Winchendon 58.5 76.8 18.3 13.4
Region Avg. 71.7 82.2 14.7 22.7
Mass. Avg. 72.2 80.0 10.8 27.2
Source: U.S. Dept. of Commerce, Bureau of the Census 1990
5.3 Income Levels
A. Median family income
In 1989, median family income in the Montachusett region averaged $43,577, slightly
below the state-wide median family income of $44,367 (see Table 5.6). The region's 1989
median family income represents a 174% increase from the 1979 regional level of
$15,700. The comparable state-wide median for 1979 was $21,329. Comparison of the
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state and regional median family incomes over the 1980s shows Montachusett making
significant gains, ending the decade nearly even with the state median. The overall increase
in income, however, masks significant variations within towns and cities in the region.
Within the region, the contrast between urban areas and wealthier small towns ranged from
a high in median family income of $60,000 in Groton, to a low of $32,939 in Ayer.
Fitchburg ($33,357) and Athol ($33,263) also showed relatively low median family
income levels, although other urban centers such as Leominster ($41,927) and Clinton
($40,139) compared favorably with many of the suburban towns.
B. Per capita income levels
In 1989, average per capita income for the Montachusett region was $15,526 (see Table
5.6). This ranks the region above the national per capita income rate of $13,546, but
below the state-wide average of $17,070. Within the region, per capita income in 1989
ranged from a high of $22,832 in Groton to a low of $12,140 in Fitchburg, the most
populous community in the region. Again, Leominster ($15,960) and Clinton ($15,328)
showed higher per capita income levels than other urban areas, indicating healthier local
economies.
C. Poverty Levels
The region's poverty level decreased during the 1980s, although not as significantly as the
state-wide decline. In 1979, 8.3% of all Montachusett households had incomes below the
federally determined poverty level. By 1989, the poverty level for the region as a whole
had declined to 6.4%. State-wide, the poverty rate dropped from 9.8% in 1979 to 6.7% in
1989. Montachusett towns with the highest percentages of households below the poverty
line in 1989 were the urban areas of Fitchburg (14%), Athol (11.7%) and Gardner
(11.0%). In all three, poverty levels increased during the 1980s, in contrast to regional and
I
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state trends. The urban areas of Leominster (7.2%) and Clinton (7.5%) showed lower
percentages of households below the poverty line than other urban areas in the region. The
town with the lowest poverty rate was Ashby (2.5%). In addition, 10 of the 22 towns in
the region reported fewer than 5% of households below the poverty line.
Table 5.6: Per Capita Income, Median Family Income and Poverty Level
by Community in Montachusett: 1989
Community Per Capita Median Median Number Percent
Income Household Family < <
Poverty Poverty
1989 1989 1989 1989 1989
Ashburnham $15,595.00 $42,442.00 $45,359.00 332 6.2
Ashby $16,611.00 $46,250.00 $49,310.00 68 2.5
Athol $12,444.00 $27,094.00 $33,263.00 1312 1l.7
Ay e r $14,586.00 $29,326.00 $32,939.00 596 8.9
Clinton $15,328.00 $34,09l.00 $40,139.00 980 7.5
Fitchburg $12,140.00 $27,101.00 $33,357.00 5461 14
Gardner $13,207.00 $28,035.00 $35,430.00 2092 11
Groton $22,832.00 $55,169.00 $60,000.00 286 3.8
Harvard $17,937.00 $47,299.00 $47,48l.00 373 3.9
Hubbardston $15,575.00 $42,650.00 $46,853.00 111 4
Lancaster $14,619.00 $41,552.00 $46,924.00 306 5.5
Leominster $15,960.00 $35,974.00 $41,927.00 2713 7.2
Lunenburg $19,166.00 $43,199.00 $49,625.00 322 3.5
Petersham $17,542.00 $39,063.00 $45,855.00 61 5.8
Phillipston $13,216.00 $35,573.00 $40,069.00 114 7.7
Royalston $12,42l.00 $33,333.00 $36,923.00 72 6.3
Shirley $15,58l.00 $38,377.00 $43,372.00 272 4.8
Sterling $17,830.00 $49,345.00 $53,339.00 299 4.6
Templeton $13,347.00 $34,395.00 $38,074.00 284 4.6
Townsend $15,694.00 $46,910.00 $50,629.00 256 3
Westminster $16,798.00 $46,292.00 $51,986.00 274 4.4
Winchendon $13,143.00 $32,362.00 $35,828.00 790 9.1
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Sources: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census 1990.




5.4 Size of the labor force
According to census figures, the total size of the labor force in the Montachusett region
measured in terms of persons sixteen years and older stood at 172,680 in 1990. The
census measured the civilian labor force at 113,407.
In 1989, the Massachusetts Department of Employment and Training measured total
employment in the region at 78,482 jobs (see Table 5.7). This represents a total net
increase of 5,997 jobs over the 1980 employment level of 72,512 jobs, or an 8.2% rate of
job growth over the decade. By comparison, the census data for the decade showed a
corresponding growth rate in the state-wide civilian labor force of 7.8% during the 1980s.
Table 5.7: Job Gain/Loss by Community in Montachusett: 1980 - 1989
1980 # 1989 # % Gain 1980 Tot. 1989 Tot. # Jobs +- % Job +-
Community EstabI. Establ. '80-'90 Empl. Empl. '80-'90 '80-'90
Ashburnham 61 88 44.3 723 735 12 1.7
Ashby 33 63 90.9 129 243 114 88.4
Athol 209 269 28.7 4956 4012 -944 -19.0
Ayer 178 259 45.5 4714 6408 1694 35.9
Clinton 270 317 17.4 5315 4852 -463 -8.7
Fitchburg 906 1089 20.2 17469 18217 748 4.3
Gardner 401 459 14.5 9886 8950 -936 -9.5
Groton 111 176 58.6 1485 1729 244 16.4
Harvard 75 135 80.0 628 962 31 53.2Hubbardston 27 58 114.8 213 514 30 141.3
Lancaster 88 120 36.4 1536 2297 761 49.5
Leominster 745 1090 46.3 14051 16505 2454 17.5
Lunenburg 109 177 62.4 1105 1769 664 60.1
Petersham 25 32 28.0 94 137 43 45.7
Phillipston 8 15 87.5 71 106 35 49.3
Royalston 7 10 42.9 40 52 12 30.0
Shirley 62 97 56.5 1159 1100 -59 -5.1
Sterling 95 156 64.2 807 1132 325 40.3
Templeton 91 117 28.6 1298 1219 -79 -6.1
Townsend 82 151 84.1 2099 2943 844 40.2
Westminster 71 133 87.3 2858 2831 c -0.9
Winchendon 161 203 26.1 1876 1769 -107 -5.7
Totals: 3815 5214 72512 78482 5997 8.2
Source: Massachusetts Dept. of EmploymJnt and Training, Current Employment Statistical Survey 1980-89.
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B. Sex
According to the 1990 census, the region's population is divided approximately evenly
between males and females. There is a slightly larger number of females overall, with this
gender disparity most concentrated in the urbanized areas of Fitchburg, Gardner,
Leominster, Clinton and Athol. The only town with a significantly higher proportion of
males than females is Harvard, where the unusual 20-point percentage disparity is due to
the predominantly male Fort Devens military base population housed there. However, the
larger size of the region's female population was largely compensated for by a more rapid
increase in the number of males in the population during the past decade. This trend
brought all of the towns and cities with large gender differentials closer to balance by 1990.
C. Race
In keeping with national trends, the Montachusett population is becoming more diverse in
its racial and ethnic makeup. In 1980, whites constituted 96.3% of the population,
declining to 93.5% by 1990 (see Table 5.4). By comparison, the state-wide percentage of
whites was 89.8% in 1990, putting the percentage of minorities in the Montachusett Region
below the state average. However, minority racial and ethnic groups represented one of the
fastest growing population segments in the region, tripling from 3.8% to 11.4% of the total
population during the 1980s.
While the white population grew by 7.4% during the 1980s, the black population grew
58.5% to 6,347 persons, and Asians increased by 241.1 % to 3,179 persons. Hispanics
number 11,067 persons within a 1990 total population of 223,865 persons. (1980 Census
figures for Hispanics are not available for Montachusett towns.) Most minorities remain
concentrated in the region's urban areas and their immediately surrounding towns.
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According to the 1990 census, the median age for Hispanic persons in Leominster and
Fitchburg, the region's largest cities, is approximately 21 years. This is more than a
decade younger than the region's overall median age. This indicator points to the
continuation of relatively rapid growth in the Hispanic population and to an ongoing
increase in the region's racial/ethnic mix during the years ahead.
Table 5.4: Population by Racial/Ethnic Group in Montachusett
Communities: 1980 - 1990
1990 % Any Race Amer* 1 Asian
Community Pop. White White Black Hispanic Indian Pac Isl.
Ashburnham 5433 5382 99.1 7 42 7 24
Ashby 2717 2703 99.5 6 27 0 8
Athol 11451 11218 98.0 58 102 56 65
Ayer 6871 5730 83.4 674 340 39 217
Clinton 13222 12390 93.7 253 1032 9 133
Fitchburg 41194 36847 89.4 1411 3957 97 1057
Gardner 20125 19201 95.4 403 558 28 182
Groton 7511 7378 98.2 53 62 15 58
Harvard
I
12329 10160 82.4 1507 673 54 327
Hubbardston 2797 2778 99.3 8 27 4 4
Lancaster 6661 5957 89.4 431 409 20 77
Leominster 38145 35506 93.1 860 3161 71 621
Lunenburg 9117 8962 98.3 60 88 10 60
Petersham 1131 1105 97.7 7 2 3 14
Phillipston 1485 1467 98.8 0 5 4 11
Royalston 1147 1139 99.3 5 7 0 3
Shirley 6118 5369 87.8 421 269 20 183
Sterling 6481 6393 98.6 44 73 18 21
Templeton 6438 6391 99.3 26 49 3 13
Townsend 8496 8388 98.7 79 61 4 18
Westminster 6191 6140 99.2 12 37 11 19
Winchendon 8805 8679 98.6 22 86 16 64
1990 TOTAL: 223865 209283 93.5 6347 11067 489 3179
1980 TOTL: 202557 195114 96.3 4004 NA 281 932
% Change
1980-1990 10.5 7.3 58.5 74.0 241.1
Source: U.S. Dept. of Commerce, Bureau of the Census 1990.
* Includes Eskimos and Aleutians.
1 Includes Japanese, Chinese, Filipino, Korean, Asian Indian, Vietnamese, Hawaiian,
Guamian and other Asians. I
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5.2 Educational Levels
The percentage of Montachusett residents age 25 and over who had graduated from high
school stood at 71.7% in 1980, slightly under the state average of 72.2% but above the
national rate of 66.3%. The region's graduation rate improved by 10.6% over the next ten
years to 82.2%. This rate significantly exceeds the nation's 1990 percentage of persons
over 25 with high school degrees (75.2%) and slightly exceeds the state level of 80.0%.
All Montachusett communities experienced an improvement of at least 5% in their
percentage of high school graduates during the 1980s, with the exception of Harvard which
began and ended the decade with the region's highest percentages of high school
graduates(1980 - 95%, 1990 - 97%). Among the communities with the most dramatic
improvement in their percentage of high school graduates was Winchendon, which went
from 58.5% in 1980 to 76.8% of the 1990 population over age 25 in possession of a high
school degree. That is an improvement of 18% over the decade. The town of Athol also
increased its percentage of high school graduates significantly from 60.5% in 1980 to
74.2% in 1990.
The larger urban population centers contain lower than average percentages of high school
graduates, meaning larger absolute numbers of people in cities lacking high school degrees.
Fitchburg and Leominster are the only two cities for which the 1990 census also collects
data on the percentage of Hispanic high school graduates, with the data showing a
significantly lower than average rate. In Fitchburg, only 40.6% of Hispanics over age 25
had high school degrees in 1990, as compared with 70.1 % for the city overall. In
Leominster, the corresponding rates are 44.1 % for Hispanics and 75.9% for the city's total
population. These rates are slightly below the national average for Hispanics.
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Measuring higher education, by 1990, the percentage of Montachusett residents possessing
a bachelors degree had increased to 22.7%. This level trails the comparable state-wide rate
of 27.2% for persons age 25 and over in 1990, but exceeds the nation-wide rate of 20.3%.
Again, the town containing the highest percentage of four-year college graduates in 1990
was Harvard (41.5%). Towns containing the lowest percentages of four-year college
graduates included Templeton (10.5%), Athol (12.1%), Clinton (13.1%), Winchendon
(l3.4%) and Fitchburg (13.5%). Percentages of Hispanic college graduates in Fitchburg
(6.4%) and Leominster (7.6%) were again significantly lower than city-wide and regional
rates. (Note: comparative data were not available for the towns of Ashby, Gardner,
Hubbardston, Petersham, Phillipston, and Royalston.)
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Table 5.5: Education Status by Community in Montachusett:
1980 - 1990
Community Persons 25+ Persons 25+ '80-'90 Persons 25+
%HSGrads %HS Grads %Change % w/Bach.
1980 1990 1990
Ashburnham 69.0 83.1 14.l 25.9
Ashby 87.9 19.7
Athol 60.5 74.2 13.7 12.1
Ayer 71.3 81.6 10.3 14.7
Clinton 65.5 76.2 10.7 13.1
Fitchburg 64.4 70.1 5.7 13.5
Gardner
Groton 84.3 89.2 4.9 41.5
Harvard 95.7 97.0 1.3 47.0
Hubbardston 87.1 21.1
Lancaster 76.1 82.8 6.7 27.4
Leominster 64.4 75.9 11.5 19.1




Shirley 70.0 81.0 11.0 19.5
Sterling 80.9 88.4 7.5 32.6
Templeton 58.5 70.8 12.3 10.5
Townsend 80.4 88.4 8.0 24.8
Westminster 71.4 85.4 14.0 24.3
Winchendon 58.5 76.8 18.3 13.4
Region Avg. 71.7 82.2 14.7 22.7
Mass. Avg. 72.2 80.0 10.8 27.2
Source: U.S. Dept. of Commerce, Bureau of the Census 1990
5.3 Income Levels
A. Median family income
In 1989, median family income in the Montachusett region averaged $43,577, slightly
below the state-wide median family income of $44,367 (see Table 5.6). The region's 1989
median family income represents a 174% increase from the 1979 regional level of
$15,700. The comparable state-wide median for 1979 was $21,329. Comparison of the
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state and regional median family incomes over the 1980s shows Montachusett making
significant gains, ending the decade nearly even with the state median. The overall increase
in income, however, masks significant variations within towns and cities in the region.
Within the region, the contrast between urban areas and wealthier small towns ranged from
a high in median family income of $60,000 in Groton, to a low of $32,939 in Ayer.
Fitchburg ($33,357) and Athol ($33,263) also showed relatively low median family
income levels, although other urban centers such as Leominster ($41,927) and Clinton
($40,139) compared favorably with many of the suburban towns.
B. Per capita income levels
In 1989, average per capita income for the Montachusett region was $15,526 (see Table
5.6). This ranks the region above the national per capita income rate of $13,546, but
below the state-wide average of $17,070. Within the region, per capita income in 1989
ranged from a high of $22,832 in Groton to a low of $12,140 in Fitchburg, the most
populous community in the region. Again, Leominster ($15,960) and Clinton ($15,328)
showed higher per capita income levels than other urban areas, indicating healthier local
economies.
C. Poverty Levels
The region's poverty level decreased during the 1980s, although not as significantly as the
state-wide decline. In 1979, 8.3% of all Montachusett households had incomes below the
federally determined poverty level. By 1989, the poverty level for the region as a whole
had declined to 6.4%. State-wide, the poverty rate dropped from 9.8% in 1979 to 6.7% in
1989. Montachusett towns with the highest percentages of households below the poverty
line in 1989 were the urban areas of Fitchburg (14%), Athol (11.7%) and Gardner
(11.0%). In all three, poverty levels increased during the 1980s, in contrast to regional and
I
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state trends. The urban areas of Leominster (7.2%) and Clinton (7.5%) showed lower
percentages of households below the poverty line than other urban areas in the region. The
town with the lowest poverty rate was Ashby (2.5%). In addition, 10 of the 22 towns in
the region reported fewer than 5% of households below the poverty line.
Table 5.6: Per Capita Income, Median Family Income and Poverty Level
by Community in Montachusett: 1989
Community Per Capita Median Median Number Percent
Income Household Family < <
Poverty Poverty
1989 1989 1989 1989 1989
Ashburnham $15,595.00 $42,442.00 $45,359.00 332 6.2
Ashby $16,611.00 $46,250.00 $49,310.00 68 2.5
Athol $12,444.00 $27,094.00 $33,263.00 1312 1l.7
Ay e r $14,586.00 $29,326.00 $32,939.00 596 8.9
Clinton $15,328.00 $34,09l.00 $40,139.00 980 7.5
Fitchburg $12,140.00 $27,101.00 $33,357.00 5461 14
Gardner $13,207.00 $28,035.00 $35,430.00 2092 11
Groton $22,832.00 $55,169.00 $60,000.00 286 3.8
Harvard $17,937.00 $47,299.00 $47,48l.00 373 3.9
Hubbardston $15,575.00 $42,650.00 $46,853.00 111 4
Lancaster $14,619.00 $41,552.00 $46,924.00 306 5.5
Leominster $15,960.00 $35,974.00 $41,927.00 2713 7.2
Lunenburg $19,166.00 $43,199.00 $49,625.00 322 3.5
Petersham $17,542.00 $39,063.00 $45,855.00 61 5.8
Phillipston $13,216.00 $35,573.00 $40,069.00 114 7.7
Royalston $12,42l.00 $33,333.00 $36,923.00 72 6.3
Shirley $15,58l.00 $38,377.00 $43,372.00 272 4.8
Sterling $17,830.00 $49,345.00 $53,339.00 299 4.6
Templeton $13,347.00 $34,395.00 $38,074.00 284 4.6
Townsend $15,694.00 $46,910.00 $50,629.00 256 3
Westminster $16,798.00 $46,292.00 $51,986.00 274 4.4
Winchendon $13,143.00 $32,362.00 $35,828.00 790 9.1
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5.4 Size of the labor force
According to census figures, the total size of the labor force in the Montachusett region
measured in terms of persons sixteen years and older stood at 172,680 in 1990. The
census measured the civilian labor force at 113,407.
In 1989, the Massachusetts Department of Employment and Training measured total
employment in the region at 78,482 jobs (see Table 5.7). This represents a total net
increase of 5,997 jobs over the 1980 employment level of 72,512 jobs, or an 8.2% rate of
job growth over the decade. By comparison, the census data for the decade showed a
corresponding growth rate in the state-wide civilian labor force of 7.8% during the 1980s.
Table 5.7: Job Gain/Loss by Community in Montachusett: 1980 - 1989
1980 # 1989 # % Gain 1980 Tot. 1989 Tot. # Jobs +- % Job +-
Community EstabI. Establ. '80-'90 Empl. Empl. '80-'90 '80-'90
Ashburnham 61 88 44.3 723 735 12 1.7
Ashby 33 63 90.9 129 243 114 88.4
Athol 209 269 28.7 4956 4012 -944 -19.0
Ayer 178 259 45.5 4714 6408 1694 35.9
Clinton 270 317 17.4 5315 4852 -463 -8.7
Fitchburg 906 1089 20.2 17469 18217 748 4.3
Gardner 401 459 14.5 9886 8950 -936 -9.5
Groton 111 176 58.6 1485 1729 244 16.4
Harvard 75 135 80.0 628 962 31 53.2Hubbardston 27 58 114.8 213 514 30 141.3
Lancaster 88 120 36.4 1536 2297 761 49.5
Leominster 745 1090 46.3 14051 16505 2454 17.5
Lunenburg 109 177 62.4 1105 1769 664 60.1
Petersham 25 32 28.0 94 137 43 45.7
Phillipston 8 15 87.5 71 106 35 49.3
Royalston 7 10 42.9 40 52 12 30.0
Shirley 62 97 56.5 1159 1100 -59 -5.1
Sterling 95 156 64.2 807 1132 325 40.3
Templeton 91 117 28.6 1298 1219 -79 -6.1
Townsend 82 151 84.1 2099 2943 844 40.2
Westminster 71 133 87.3 2858 2831 c -0.9
Winchendon 161 203 26.1 1876 1769 -107 -5.7
Totals: 3815 5214 72512 78482 5997 8.2
Source: Massachusetts Dept. of EmploymJnt and Training, Current Employment Statistical Survey 1980-89.
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